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Harrison-Williams named president of IASA 

Hazel Crest superintendent takes reins of statewide association July 1 

SPRINGFIELD—The superintendent of Hazel Crest School District 152 ½ will become president of the statewide 

association of school superintendents and administrators. Dr. Sheila Harrison-Williams begins her one-year term 

on July  1 as president of the Illinois Association of School Administrators. 

“I am deeply honored to serve as the IASA president and to represent school administrators across the state as we 

work together to make a positive impact on the future of educating kids. Throughout my years of involvement, 

IASA has been a consistent source of support and fellowship, avenue for professional growth and advocate for 

public education,” said Harrison-Williams. “I am a better leader and educator as a result of my involvement in 

IASA. The vision of IASA is ‘Maximum Educational Success for All Students’ and that’s our benchmark. We strive to 

increase educational equity—so that all students achieve maximum educational success through school 

improvement. ”  

Dr. Brent Clark, executive director of IASA, said Harrison-Williams’ vast experience and strong leadership skills will 

provide solid leadership for IASA, which is one of the nation’s largest statewide associations for school 

administrators with nearly 2,000 members. 

“Dr. Sheila Harrison-Williams has been on the IASA Board for Directors since 2007. She is a respected educator 

and leader who is committed to providing the best possible educational opportunities in public schools,” Clark 

said. “Sheila’s leadership skills will help move us forward in our mission to further advance and empower 

educational excellence for children and to promote our advocacy policies that support the highest-quality public 

education in Illinois.” 

In addition to serving this past year as president-elect of the association, Harrison-Williams also has been 

treasurer of IASA as well as on various committees.  

Harrison-Williams was born in Clarksdale, MS and was raised on the West side of Chicago attending Chicago Public 

Schools graduating from Westinghouse Area Vocational High School in Chicago.  Harrison-Williams is currently 

completing her 14th year as Superintendent of the district.  Prior to joining Hazel Crest, she served as 

superintendent of Fairmont School District 89 in Lockport for 2 ½  years. She attained her Bachelor’s Degree in 

Special Education and Elementary Education and Master’s degree from Northeastern University in Educational 

Administration. She earned her degree of Doctor of Education in Educational Leadership from Northern Illinois 

University.  She completed post-graduate work at Northeastern and Northern Illinois Universities, achieving an 

Early Childhood Education Certificate from Northeastern and Chief School Business official Certification from NIU.  
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She also serves on the Executive Committee of the Superintendents Commission for the Study of Demographics 

and Diversity collaborating with school district leaders to provide professional development for teachers and 

administrators.  

She is an active member of the following organizations: the American Association of School Administrators, the 

Illinois and National School Boards Association, the Illinois Association of School Business Officials and the 

Suburban Superintendents Association.  She is a life member of the National Alliance of Black School Educators 

(NABSE) and served on the Executive Board as treasurer since 2015. Harrison-Williams has also served as one of 

the conveners of the annual NABSE “Aspiring Superintendents” one-day workshop for the past 13 years. 

Dr. Harrison-Williams has received a number of awards and recognition as an educational leader, the most recent 

being the recipient of the 2018 IASA South Cook Superintendent of Distinction Award and the 2018 Commissioner 

Richard Boykins 4th Annual Trailblazer Award. She is also the recipient of the  2016 Reaching Back Foundation's 

Phenomenal Woman in Education Award; Chicago Defender 2012 “Women of Excellence” Award; co-recipient of 

the 2012 AASA Dr. Effie H. Jones “Humanitarian” Award and the 2011 NABSE Joseph E. Hill “Superintendent of the 

Year” Award.   

Dr. Harrison-Williams and her husband Ulysses of 35 years have two adult children and four grandchildren. 

 

          


